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MARGOT ASQUITH: AN AUTOBIOO- her elasticity, h
RAPHY. Two volumes. George H. her sense of ju
Doran Company. ghe not only ke(.
Heralded In advance on both sides of people's secrets

the Atlantic as a coming sensation, considerable effr

Mrs. Asqulth's autobiography has ful- courage real kind
Gladstone's ligl

filled all the prophecies. London news- ,n a poem and )e
papers have devoted columns to the Asqulth. She al
book, some calling it the adventures from the Grand (

of "Malice in Blunderland," others Aunt Pussy as

, stone.with a gr
keenly championing the lady s frank- ,ed papa away j
ness. Margot Asquith promised to 'William and Mar
write "without fear or favor exactly a little talk!"'
what I think and with a strict regard This occurred
for the unmodelled truth." Curious It j^t great speecl
is, perhaps, that the book should ex- said to Mrs. Asq
press so much of the vivid personality the Irish questic
of the writer that it is evoking the hope, no faith,
same sort of bitter partisanship that Tory. It grieves
Margot Asqulth has evoked herself lieving in Rando
during her whole unusual lifetime. successor, for h
Even on this side of the water ras- genius, patience

ual comments are diametrically op- 'Dizzy' hud in no

posed. A man who has lived in Lon- Later Mr. Gladi
don for the last five years thus ex- was giving a di
presses the harsh view: "The book is party that nigl
unpleasant. Margot Asquith has been Hartlngton is in
quite spoiled always by the people tend to say to hir
about her. Now she is trying to en- of want of*confid<
large her circle of admirers to the ner or you will v

whole world." But a reader who had The very chaj
looked for the actual merits in the book suggest the
book and found them declared: "Mrs. tion of its conte
Asquith was maligned when people Kate Vaughn"; '

called her "the woman with the ser- in Mollfcro": "R
pent's tongue.' She is not bitter; she and Eloquence":
is keenly alive.a vital woman who man, Bon-Vivant
has been too much engrossed in her "Balfour's Mot;
own consciousness to bother about the His Tastes and 1
effect of her words upon others." liglous Speculatic
Here is reality.the actual stuff and Of Arthur Ba

substance from which situations and earliest youth, s

events are fashioned. Warp and woof, was blessed or CD
she has shown us the underside of the cording to indivl
tapestry of English social and politi- assets.charm ar
cal life during the last decade. One possessed to a

may find some of the revelations in any man, except
execrable taste, but it must be ad- have ever met. 1
mltted that in breaking all the rules exquisite attenti
Mrs. Asquith has made the game cool grace and s
about six times more entertaining and head made him
startling than usual. Having disre- listener but an ii
garded from earliest youth the ques- The disadvantag
tion "What will people say?" she has makes me say
made this amazingly frank book the that it inspires «
climax of her amazing career. and smooth the ^

Born at Glen, in Scotland, the out life. His wi
daughter of Sir Charles Tennant, she that he was als
snpnt. a. "crlnrimift vnnth" ninninrr nni«a on<av« fmm

rather wild on Scottish moors, where confidence in his
she laid the foundations for her sub- power to sustain
sequent performances on the hunting subject whether 1
field. Smoking; with a tramp and not, with equal
fighting in a public house in London and success, acc
while working the slums were char- to dispose of yoi
acteristlc exploits of her youth. On either finessed w
the other side of the picture she was of his intellect or
startling the world of society by at- him unintelligible
tracting royal attention from the unforgivable to t
Prince of Wales by appealing at a to the blunderei
dinner in a muslin dress. literary style and
Having been presented to the Prince losophy and rel

of Wales in the paddock at Ascot by great love of poll
Lady Dalhousie and having won a his not having t
gold cigarette case on the races from time to writing."
him, she writes: "Before I knew the one night at
Prince and Princess of Wales I did not taxed with being
go to fashionable balls, but after that got Tennant, an
Ascot I was asked everywhere." not s0. i rattOf seeing Lady Randolph Churchill career Gf my ow
for the first time she writes: "She Even this fri
naa a loreneaa jme a paniners enn . .

great wild eyes that looked through *®PherB omits he

you. She was so arresting that T fol- <-*eorKe with the
lowed her about till I found some one other Piime Min
who could tell mc who she was. Had though no on<* kr

Lady Randolph been like her face she 1 d°- No one wi
could have governed the world." should be allowe
Having known seven Prime Minis- erty ln thought."

ters more or less intimately, she! John Addlngtc
writes strikingly personal things about famous master <

them. As to Gladstone's questioned mln Jowett, wer

sense of humor she quptes a stery of unusual friends,
her husband's. One day in thoTTouse 8he writes: "I
he and Gladstone were discussing the Lord Morley th
comparative ugliness of the members, heard, an l after
Finally Gladstone said: "Apply a very monds, Birrell a

simple test. Imagine X and Y ntagni- Meredith was t<
lied on a colossal scale. X's ugliness donna and was

would then begin to look dignified and terruptablc wher
even impressive, while the more you was amazingly g<
enlarged Y the meaner h$ would be- Austin was a fr

come." Just been made F
She makes a strong claim for the Salisbury when i

good influence of a famous circle: mlral Maxse, to
"Mr. Balfour once told me that before country to see !
our particular group of friends.gen- time. Feeling
erally known as the Souls.appeared stupid, I said to
in London prominent politicians of op-

" 'Well, Mr. Mc
poslte parties seldom If ever met one you friend Alfrec
another. The same question of home appointment?'
rule that threw London back to the "Shaking his
old parochinlisms in 1914 was at its plied: 'It Is ver

height In 188C and 1887, but at our bantam Is «hlnk
house in Grosvenor Square, and later Ing.'"
in those of the Souls, every one met. Bohemian hoc!
Randolph Churchill, Gladstone, As- than any Kngllsl
qulth. Hartington, Harcourt, and, I writes: "Kvery
might add, Jockeys, actors, the Prince conception of he
of WalcH and every Ambassador in nect it with flanLondon.We never cut anybody.not are my idea of 1
even our friends.or thought It amus- ception of Irvlni
ing or distinguished to make people Terry and Sara
feel uncomfortable, and our decision never met the h
not to sacrifice private friendship to stage that was r

public politics was envied in every cap- Of a well dress
ital In Europe. It made London the writes: "I do
centre of the most interesting society have worn his cl
In the world and gave men of differ- new, but certain
ent tempers and opposite beliefs an One is tempte<
opportunity of discussing them with- quoting Mrs. Ai
out heat and without reporters. There the people and (

is ho Individual or group among us dously interestln
powerful enough to succeed In having lived and from
i salon of this kind to-day." every bit of beat
Of the late Duchess of Devonshire, take, and to wh

the last great political lady in LondonJ much as lay In
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itters quoted by Mrs. Letter writing is in a sense
l«o describes a visit ^enulne of the ttrt8 because
>ld Man and his wife.
we called Mrs. Glad- unconscious and spontaneous
eat deal#of winking letters of the Adams family
tnd said to mamma: twofold claim to recognition
got are going to have constitute a noteworthy histor

ten days before the ument. and in their narrowei

i on home rule. He they contain a record of three
ulth, after discussing a]jtje8.Charles Francis Adam
»n: Tories have no jcan minister to England du
Disraeli was a great clv. war 'and his two son,
me to see people be- Adams and Charles Francis A(
,lph Churchill as his Jn thfi prtgent eduton are incli
e has n°n'' ot those letters written during

°r n1^8^ "W ° pestuous years from 1861 to 18
small degree. the nJor AdaniB weLfl exor

atone told her tnat he ,..
ill rilnmutif cLrill t / > t Ho ntmnu

nner to the Liberal ""T"
lt antj added: "If hostJle court rtt London. whil<

a good humor I in- Henry was serving as his prh
n, 'Don't move a vote reta,*y an(* Charles Francis Ad

ence In me after din- ^as see'11** action as an offlct

:ery likely carry it.'" Federal forces,

iter headings in the Written as they are from ei

variety and fascina- ot the Atlantic, the Adami
nts: "The Beautiful 8teeP one ,n the wartime atr

'Coached by Coquelln 1)0111 of England and of Ame
.osebery's Popularity better, perhaps, than any d

"Campbell-Banner- wofk of history, they succeed
and Boulevardier"; ,ng real again the prevailing

HisCharm and Wit; th* day. We can not or

Preferences; His Re- hut 'eel the rising tide of Nort
in." prehension following the out!

Ifour, a friend from *be war; we can share In the 1

he writes: "Balfour ment and alarm of the North*
irsed at his birth, ac- their early reverses; we can e:

dual opinion, by two them at Vicksburg and Gettys
id wits. The (irst he Joice and triumph in the Emai
greater degree than Proclamation; sigh with glad
John Morley, that I relief at the close of the confli
His social distinction, desperate was the Federal cau

on, intellectual tact, opening of the war may be s<

i lovely bend of the a statement by Charles Franci
not only a flattering Jr., who in the middle of 18t
-resistible companion, regarding the Confodetate
;e of charm.which "Their ultimate independem
cursed or blessed.Is think, assured." How hostile t
ivery one to combine the feeling abroad, and in Er
vay for you through- particular, may be divined 1
ts, with which I say words of Charles Francis Ad
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'tis . Henry A
l^_.c are, of course, absent.but the general 'tm
LCI a spirit Is the same: %

Moreover, the 1 IlC
writer labors under some mlseoncep- /

TScH tions which a.*e a trifle amusing from Qj
a present day point of view, and which

r{R; 1881. may correspond with some of our own LETTE1
ii < haun- misconceptions. Regarding Lincoln, Adami

""n for example, the younger Charles One i

Francis Adams declares: "The Prcsi- Educati
dent is not equal to the crisis. , . . pr-nnoj

U2 r 1101 tired of incompetents, and I want rea<jer8
to see Lincoln forced to adopt a manly technics

the most line of policy which all men may com- th(, hrm
the most prehend. The people here call for en- piidty,

These ergy not change, and lt Lincoln were tj,e
only a wise man he would unite them |ove or

have a ln spite 0f party cries, and with an eye him. 1
i. They solely to the public good." Mr. Ada
ical doc- So much for the purely historical found d

aspects ^Pects of the Adams letters. Charles up of
Francis Adams, Sr., stands clearly be- for the

person- fore us as an aatute, keenminded diplo- the "Ed
s, Amer- mat, gifted with considerable insight word of

ring the and humor; Henry Adams as a sober, And i
u""-"mhnm wa mtcrht urrtll eluding

iams, Jr. suspect of designing a famous auto- which
ided only biography; Charles Francis Adams, m;<rkab
the tern- Jr., as a man of action, decisive in the 'he wor

G5, when act of thinking. He constantly arrives tnetinghis t Judgments which history more often w°man,

t at the than not disproves. A remarkable
> his son family, the Adams, remarkable in what
tale sec- they lack as well as In their gifts.
ams. Jr., Leading citizens in a democratic state, f.onro t
r in the they themselves belong to the aris- vor,

tocracy; they realize that they belong crnt)c t'
ther side to the aristocracy, deplore the fact, por
i letters perhaps, and yet take pride in it; they ^e vejj
nosphert are not as others, and do not want to Shy,
rica, and be as others; they prefer to repose on occasion
eliberate a pedestal of their own making. That serve,"
In mak- this, is so is amply demonstrated by abasemi
emotions various remarks in their letters. For spired
ily trace example, Charles Francis Adams, Jr., who wi

hern ap- writes to his mother with a levity be- Adams
break of neath which his serious beliefs are np- "genius
Dewllder- parent: "In our mess each man takes who wo

jrners at his turn in washing up the dishes. . . . Bleu o

suit with So once in ten days or so visitors see choosinj
burg, re- the best blood in America, in the per- 'he car

icipation son of your son, washing dishes, sweep- viewpoii
ness and ing floors, wheeling coal, &c., like a choice 1

ct. How family servant,"
se at the This is perhaps not unpardonable;
?en from It is what thousands think but do not
s Adams, say; it is the snobbery of which the
II writes enlightened are as guilty as the grossly
States: ignorant. And when all is said It is

:e is, I wholly overshadowed in the Adams
o us was family by more generous qualities in

igland in which it is lost almost as spots are

rom the lost In the sun, observed upon close
am* in«pft'iiun uui ii win « uiMttiire in-

Icksburg, visible in the blaze of surrounding
salons of light.
n tearr;
* o n
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